
December 2021 GlobeCalendar of Events

Dec. 2021
 
20   NO SCHOOL – First day of 
Winter Break  

Jan. 2022

3   Monday, Jan 3rd - Everyone 
is back in School!

  
17 NO SCHOOL – Martin Luther 
King, Jr. Day

 22 SPPS School Choice Fair 9:30 
AM to 2:00 PM at the Saint Paul 
River Center

26 PTA M

28  NO SCHOOL – Staff 
Professional Development

 

 

Dear Families, 
 
Happy holidays! 
 
Now that we are on winter break, it’s time to unplug for a little while. Winter break is a great 
time to get outside and play in the snow (I’m sure we’ll get some more shortly), read some 
good books, eat some homemade food, and just relax. Each day, have your children 
consciously put their iPads and phones down and do something other than look at a screen.  
 
We have had several incidents of inappropriate iPad use here at school, and it’s not just in the 
upper grades. We’ve had incidents of inappropriate use in the primary grades as well. While 
the iPads are at home during break, help  your children stay safe on the internet by 
monitoring their sites and talking to them about searching and using the internet responsibly. 
You can monitor the sites they are viewing by looking at their internet history periodically, or 
every time your child uses the iPad. It’s really important to know what your children are 
being exposed to in cyberspace.  
 
Here are some internet safety tips:  

● Limit the amount of time your children are online. You can do You can do this 
easily by setting SCREEN TIME restrictions through settings. 

● Review their history 
● Have open dialogs with your children. Ask them what they’re watching and let 

them know that if they end up on a questionable website, they can talk to you 
about it. 

● Discuss cyberbullying and make sure your children are not sending or receiving 
hurtful, insulting, or bullying messages. 

● Make sure they are not posting photos and that they don’t give out names, 
addresses or phone numbers. 

● Make sure they are not chatting online with people they don’t know or agreeing 
to meet anyone they don’t know. 

● Have your children report any inappropriate messages to a trusted adult in your 
family. 

 
The internet is an amazing tool, and we want all of our kids to be able to use it safely and 
responsibly.  
 
Enjoy the break…stay safe…Happy New Year! 
 
Sincerely, 
Nancy Flynn 
Principal 

Address:  1700 Saunders Ave., St. Paul, MN  55116  Phone:  651-293-8770  Fax:  651-293-8983
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                                                                                                           HPE PYP News

There is lots of exciting inquiry and action happening around HPE this month. 
Students are showcasing what they know and are encouraging others to reflect on 
how we can make a difference! Ask your child about our HPE Inquiry Challenges 

around countries who have Spanish as their official language.

*****PICTURES BELOW***
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                           School Pictures 

It’s not too late to order your student’s 
fall 2021 school pictures. Visit 
mylifetouch.com and log in with your 
Portrait ID and Access Code. This 
information is located on the proof 
picture sheet that was sent home with 
students earlier this month. Students 
who had retake pictures should be 
getting their proof sheets in early 
January. If you have any questions, 
please call Lifetouch at 800-736-4753.

SPPS School Choice Fair 

 Saturday, January 22, 9:30 AM - 2:00 PM at 
the Saint Paul River Center (175 Kellogg Blvd. 
W., Saint Paul). Help spread the word to 
friends and neighbors that are looking to enroll 
their children in an elementary school. Each 
SPPS elementary school will have staff and 
information available to help new families 
learn more about the schools and what each 
has to offer. Families that attend this event will 
have the opportunity to meet principals and 
teachers and learn more about early 
childhood, pre-kindergarten through fifth-grade 
programs at all SPPS elementary schools. At 
this time, the event will not include SPPS 
middle and high school. Families interested in 
an SPPS secondary school should contact the 
Student Placement Center at 651-632-3760 or 
attend middle school or high school open 
houses.

       School Choice Priority Deadline 

 The SPPS school choice priority enrollment 
deadline for grades Pre-K to 12 is Friday, 
February 25, 2022. This is the district deadline 
to register for next year’s school enrollment. 
On-time enrollment is the best way to ensure 
your children are enrolled in your school of 
choice, especially if you are applying for 
pre-kindergarten here at Highland Park. 
Beginning in early January, you can complete 
an application at apply.spps.org or can pick up 
an application in the HPE office. If you have 
questions about the application process, 
please contact the Student Placement Center 
at 651-632-3760.For Late Buses After School

SPPS Transportation 651-696-9600
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The SPPS Winter Weather Plan including how to dress for the weather (see below), recess, bus safety 
information and guidelines for school closings can be found at this website:  

https://www.spps.org/weather
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Hello HPE families! 

 Art is a happening place with digital art, clay, drawing, and painting!  

Pre-K: We are steadily working on guided drawing, introducing new art media, and being very creative!  We tie our artwork to the story of the day either 
creating the characters or spring boarding off a theme.   

 Kindergarten:  We are wrapping up our self-portrait unit now. Students mixed their own skin tones and learned how to draw facial features.  

 First Grade: We are just concluding our families unit.  Students learned how to create bodies by drawing clothes first.  Their project then was to create a 
portrait of their whole family.  

 Second Grade: We are in a sports unit in which students learn how to draw bodies in action.  They do so by drawing a variety of athletes in different 
sports.   

 Third Grade: We wrapped up our clay unit in which students created functional pottery.  They then glazed their work after researching patterns.  

 Fourth Grade: The highlight unit so far has been weaving.  Students connected weaving to cultures around the world. They then created a swatch of 
fabric using yarn and a loom.  

 Fifth Grade: We are starting our Rube Goldberg unit in which students create a complicated machine that does something silly! 

 

Hope you find time to do something creative together! 

Mr.Seth

                                         S.T.E.A.M. NEWS                                                                                                                        

Happy Holidays to all Highland Families!

From our South-facing window, it became clear that Autumn was soon leaving us and Winter was fast approaching. 
With our youngest scholars, we've been asking questions about our sun and what its function is for us on Earth. Our 
seasons in Minnesota are something that I personally have grown to love about my home state! Our first graders 
have been learning about plant and animal structures in addition to an introduction to sound. In second grade, we 
have been looking at the differences between climate and weather, while third grade has been learning about light 
reflection and refraction. Our eldest students have been learning about how our four spheres interact and what 
constitutes a food web. As always, there's is more to come and more to do. However, I hope everyone has a safe 
and enjoyable holiday season with their families and loved ones. We've earned it! 

William Bauer 
STEAM InstructorD


